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A United States District 
Court jury awarded a 
former university employee 
$218,000 in damages as 
a result of deprivation 
of his due process rights 
when applying for tenure 
in 2014, according to court 
documents.
The jury awarded Mi-
chael Wigginton Jr., a for-
mer professor in the le-
gal studies department, 
$18,000 for past wages and 
benefits and two $100,000 
compensations for past 
and future pain and suffer-
ing, inconvenience, mental 
anguish and loss of enjoy-
ment of life. Senior US Dis-
trict Judge Neal Biggers Jr. 
presided over the five-day 
trial, which ended last Fri-
day.
Keith Flicker of Flicker, 
Garelick & Associates LLP 
represented Wigginton 
and said the jury’s verdict 
is a confirmation of what 
Wigginton has claimed for 
nearly four years.
“I think the school needs 
to live up to its promises 
and its obligations to its 
faculty to provide a clear 
path for tenure and to im-
plement the process, which 
they have written down 
all over the place,” Flicker 
said.
The university hired out-
side attorneys for their de-
fense, whom Flicker said 
filed multiple motions to 
dismiss the case, all of 
which Judge Biggers de-
nied. University general 
counsel Lee Tyner said the 
university practices a thor-
ough tenure process.
“We have confidence in 
our thorough tenure pro-
cess that seeks input from 
lots of faculty members 
and folks that have disci-
plines on and off campus,” 
Tyner said.
The university will have 
the opportunity to appeal 
the case.
Wigginton was hired by 
the university in August 
2008 as a tenure-track as-
sistant professor in the le-
gal studies department. He 
also served as a graduate 
coordinator for the depart-
ment and executive cohort 
program coordinator. Wig-
ginton’s application for 
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On Saturday night, Ox-
ford Fire Department was 
alerted of a fire at the E.F. 
Yerby Conference Center, 
located on campus at the 
corner of Grove Loop and 
University Avenue.
“When the call came in, 
it came in as a grass fire at 
689 Grove Loop,” Oxford 
Fire Chief Mark Heath said. 
“When we got there, we 
found the fire had extended 
to the building.”
Heath said nine firefight-
ers, two trucks and a bat-
talion chief were sent to the 
scene. The call came in at 
around 9:52 p.m., and OFD 
arrived on scene five min-
utes later.
Heath said the building 
suffered extensive damage 
during the fire.
“Our conservative esti-
mate is basically $20,000 
for the damages to the 
building and an additional 
$10,000 for the contents in-
side,” he said.
The university currently 
has no official idea about 
the cost of repairs.
Ryan Whittington, assis-
tant director of public rela-
tions for social media strat-
egy for the university, said 
the university is thankful 
for the quick response of the 
fire department.
“The extent of the prop-
erty damage and a timeline 
for repairs has yet to be de-
termined,” Whittington said 
in a statement.
The Yerby Center hosts 
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The Yerby Center damage caused by a fire that broke out late Saturday night
Students and Oxonians 
attend the Double Feature 
Bash put on by the Oxford 
Film Festival on Tuesday 
night at the Powerhouse. The 
Double Feature Bash included 
a showing of the movies 
“Halloween” and “The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show.”
PICTURED ABOVE: Haley 
Lovvorn as a character from “IT” 
and George Boon as a monster. 
PICTURED LEFT: Brad Darby as 
Forrest Gump. 
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tenure was denied on May 
1, 2014, and his employ-
ment was terminated on 
June 17, 2014.
Wigginton filed a dis-
crimination charge with 
the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission in 
August 2014, claiming that 
while employed by the uni-
versity, he was subject to “a 
pattern of discrimination” 
which led to the denial of 
his tenure and eventual fir-
ing. He sued five individu-
als at the university and the 
university itself.
The defendants includ-
ed former chancellor Dan 
Jones; former provost 
Morris Stocks; former dean 
of the graduate school and 
biology professor John Z. 
Kiss; former dean of the 
School of Applied Sciences 
Yesterday was Halloween, 
which meant parties, dressing 
up and some scares. It was a big 
deal for most of us in the United 
States.
It was also Reformation 
Day — more specifically, the 
500th anniversary of Martin 
Luther’s start of the Protestant 
Reformation. Most of us find 
this holiday a bit more boring. 
That doesn’t mean we should 
ignore it, though.
Reformation Day represents 
a significant moment in 
history. People from various 
backgrounds and beliefs came 
together to change injustices 
and corruption they saw in their 
religious communities.
Churches were very powerful 
parts of society at the time, 
with unchecked power in many 
situations. Inevitably, this 
power leads to injustice and 
exploitation. Poor members 
paid indulgences to better their 
chances in the afterlife, and this 
money was often used to support 
opulent lifestyles by high officials 
in the church. Dissenters that 
rose up against this system faced 
grave, even fatal consequences.
Still, reformers worked to 
change the injustices in their 
churches.
Ironically, those who claim the 
principles of the Reformation 
are now the ones in power. 
Nine out of 10 U.S. Senators are 
Christian, an overrepresentation 
of the 7 out of 10 Christian 
Americans. Most of them are 
Protestants. The church’s power 
isn’t as concerning as the parts of 
the church misusing that power. 
Injustice and corruption have 
found their way back into many 
Christian communities.
It doesn’t take much 
investigating to realize many 
churches have mimicked 
systems of power that 
marginalize certain groups of 
people.
The majority of Christians 
and the overwhelming majority 
of white evangelicals voted 
for Donald Trump, therefore 
signaling at least some approval 
of his morally repugnant policies 
that discriminate against 
differences, disregard the 
common man and ignore those 
dependent on the government 
to simply survive.
You don’t have to be a New 
Testament scholar to realize this 
isn’t in line with the philosophy 
of a biblical Jesus.
It isn’t just politically that 
some churches have lost the plot 
of Christianity. Christians with 
certain beliefs or identities have 
been told they are not welcome 
in some communities. From 
those who believe in evolution 
to members of the LGBTQ 
community, many have been 
excluded, whether a little or a 
lot.
This is not a victimless sin; 
LGBTQ people who are in 
cultures that do not affirm them 
can be up to 8 times more likely 
to attempt suicide.
These members, like everyone 
else, want to be part of a religious 
community without being 
degraded.
It doesn’t stop with the 
LGBTQ community or doubters, 
though. The Southern Baptist 
Convention, one of the largest 
denominations in the United 
States, only barely passed a 
resolution to denounce white 
supremacy after a great deal of 
clamor and confusion. The roots 
of racism are alive and well in 
many churches, with few caring 
to mention the elephant in a 
white-washed room.
It shouldn’t surprise us that the 
same denomination and many 
others deny women positions of 
significant authority.
This isn’t to mention the 
ways some churches misuse 
the donations they receive. 
According to a review of 
evangelical ministries, some 
churches consistently use less 
than 20 percent of their income 
for the actual programs and 
ministries they run. This is well 
below the 33 percent standard 
set by Charity Navigator. The 
Catholic Church also finds itself 
in disgraceful spending, paying 
millions fighting sex abuse 
accountability, according to an 
article in The Guardian.
This isn’t an argument that 
all churches are bad, or an 
expectation that institutions 
must be perfect. It’s simply an 
invitation to look critically at 
the powers that are sometimes 
shielded from criticism.
Fostering healthy religious 
communities starts with asking 
questions, not avoiding them.
Ask the hard questions. Speak 
up about injustice and stand 
with the oppressed. It’s time to 
reform again.
Daniel Payne is a sophomore 
integrated marketing 
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Daily Mississippian Faculty 
Adviser
This guest column is in 
response to Will Hall’s column 
“Elect McDaniel, oppose 
establishment” published Oct. 
16.
As our country’s two major 
parties begin preparations for 
the 2018 midterm elections, 
Mississippi’s U.S. Senate race 
has already received attention 
on the national scale. In what 
is expected to be a highly 
competitive race, state senator 
and attorney Chris McDaniel is 
expected to challenge incumbent 
Sen. Roger Wicker in the June 5, 
2018 Republican primary.
McDaniel, an unapologetic tea 
partier who is best known for 
his intense primary challenge 
to Sen. Cochran in 2014, wields 
a formidable level of grassroots 
support throughout Mississippi 
and is expected to receive an 
endorsement from former White 
House Chief Strategist Steve 
Bannon.
Wicker, former Congressman 
representing Mississippi’s 1st 
district and Air Force veteran, 
has served in the Senate since his 
appointment by Gov. Barbour in 
2007 and currently resides on 
several influential committees.
While campaigning has yet to 
officially begin, both candidates 
have already begun to tout their 
credentials and make their case to 
Republican voters in Mississippi. 
Sen. Wicker has been actively 
emphasizing his voting record, 
which he claims is evidence of his 
conservative values and support 
for the President. Meanwhile, 
McDaniel has already gone on 
the attack, attempting to frame 
Wicker as a Mitch McConnell 
“yes man” while questioning his 
conservative principles.
However, when one looks 
past the theatrics and noise, 
it is clear Sen. Wicker is the 
proven conservative in this 
race. Pragmatic yet principled, 
Sen. Wicker has consistently 
and ardently advocated 
for conservative policies in 
Washington, D.C., on behalf 
of Mississippi, and his voting 
record proves it.
Americans for Prosperity, 
an organization committed to 
fighting government regulation 
and over-taxation, awards Sen. 
Wicker a 100 percent economic 
freedom score based on his votes 
during the 115th Congress. The 
National Rifle Association also 
gives Sen. Wicker an A+ grade, 
while Gun Owners of America 
grants him an A, making Sen. 
Wicker the fourth most gun 
friendly individual in the entire 
U.S. Senate.
Sen. Wicker has also been 
one of President Trump’s 
closest allies in the Senate since 
his inauguration. According 
to fivethirtyeight.com, Sen. 
Wicker has voted in line with the 
President’s agenda 96.2 percent 
of the time, one of the highest 
ratings of any sitting senator.
A repeal and replace of the 
Affordable Care Act, the travel 
ban and a complete reform of 
the federal tax code are just a 
few of the President’s hallmark 
policies that Senator Wicker 
has supported throughout the 
last nine months. Without 
an ally such as Wicker in the 
Senate, implementing President 
Trump’s legislative agenda 
would be even more difficult 
than it is today.
Sen. Wicker’s dedication to 
small government and individual 
liberty, along with his support 
for an “America First” agenda, 
is evident in his voting record. 
Decades of consistently fighting 
for his Mississippi constituents, 
as well as for all Americans, to 
enact conservative policies in 
Washington make Sen. Wicker 
the clear choice for Republicans 
in Mississippi’s 2018 U.S. Senate 
race.
Wright Ricketts is a junior 
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tenure was denied on May 
1, 2014, and his employ-
ment was terminated on 
June 17, 2014.
Wigginton filed a dis-
crimination charge with 
the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission in 
August 2014, claiming that 
while employed by the uni-
versity, he was subject to “a 
pattern of discrimination” 
which led to the denial of 
his tenure and eventual fir-
ing. He sued five individu-
als at the university and the 
university itself.
The defendants includ-
ed former chancellor Dan 
Jones; former provost 
Morris Stocks; former dean 
of the graduate school and 
biology professor John Z. 
Kiss; former dean of the 
School of Applied Sciences 
Velmer Burton and legal 
studies department chair 
Eric Lambert.
Jones and Burton are no 
longer with the university. 
Burton has been executive 
vice chancellor and pro-
vost at the University of Ar-
kansas at Little Rock since 
July. Stocks returned to the 
accounting faculty last year 
after serving as provost and 
executive vice chancellor.
Jones, Stocks and Burton 
were the only defendants to 
testify in court, and all five 
defendants were found to 
have violated Wigginton’s 
constitutional rights to due 
process, according to the 
jury’s verdict.
The initial lawsuit ac-
cused the defendants of 
“pervasive institutional 
discrimination based upon 
race, color, sex, and age,” 
Wigginton wrote in his em-
ployment discrimination 
charge filed Aug. 4, 2014.
Flicker said he dropped 
several of the plaintiff’s 
claims as the suit pro-
gressed, including those of 
race and gender discrimi-
nation. Two charges made 
it to the jury, one of age 
discrimination and one of 
denial of Wigginton’s due 
process while applying for 
tenure.
The jury rejected Wig-
ginton’s claim that, if not 
for his age, the university 
would not have denied his 
application for tenure and 
promotion and would not 
have terminated his em-
ployment. The jury did, 
however, affirm Wiggin-
ton’s claim that the five 
defendants deprived him 
of his due process rights 
during consideration of his 
tenure and promotion ap-
plication.
Flicker said that this was 
an employment discrimi-
nation case, and violation 
of the state and federal due 
process clauses falls under 
sec 1983 of US Code 42 on 
discrimination.
“Whatever the school’s 
general counsel says about 
‘yeah it’s not a serious re-
sult,’ it couldn’t be more 
serious,” Flicker said.
workshops and conferences 
throughout the year, and it 
is a part of the Division of 
Outreach and Continuing 
Education.
Heath said the investiga-
tion had been turned over to 
the state fire marshal, who 
will determine the cause of 
the fire.
“Because it was a cam-
pus fire, it is in the enclave 
of state control,” he said. 
“While we have the fire re-
sponse duty, the state han-
dles the investigation.”
The state fire marshal’s 
office could not be reached 
for comment at the time of 
publication.
It shouldn’t surprise us that the 
same denomination and many 
others deny women positions of 
significant authority.
This isn’t to mention the 
ways some churches misuse 
the donations they receive. 
According to a review of 
evangelical ministries, some 
churches consistently use less 
than 20 percent of their income 
for the actual programs and 
ministries they run. This is well 
below the 33 percent standard 
set by Charity Navigator. The 
Catholic Church also finds itself 
in disgraceful spending, paying 
millions fighting sex abuse 
accountability, according to an 
article in The Guardian.
This isn’t an argument that 
all churches are bad, or an 
expectation that institutions 
must be perfect. It’s simply an 
invitation to look critically at 
the powers that are sometimes 
shielded from criticism.
Fostering healthy religious 
communities starts with asking 
questions, not avoiding them.
Ask the hard questions. Speak 
up about injustice and stand 
with the oppressed. It’s time to 
reform again.
Daniel Payne is a sophomore 
integrated marketing 
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of the time, one of the highest 
ratings of any sitting senator.
A repeal and replace of the 
Affordable Care Act, the travel 
ban and a complete reform of 
the federal tax code are just a 
few of the President’s hallmark 
policies that Senator Wicker 
has supported throughout the 
last nine months. Without 
an ally such as Wicker in the 
Senate, implementing President 
Trump’s legislative agenda 
would be even more difficult 
than it is today.
Sen. Wicker’s dedication to 
small government and individual 
liberty, along with his support 
for an “America First” agenda, 
is evident in his voting record. 
Decades of consistently fighting 
for his Mississippi constituents, 
as well as for all Americans, to 
enact conservative policies in 
Washington make Sen. Wicker 
the clear choice for Republicans 
in Mississippi’s 2018 U.S. Senate 
race.
Wright Ricketts is a junior 
banking and finance major 
from Memphis.
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Pop musician Beck released 
his 13th album, “Colors,” on 
Oct. 13, completing a project 
over two years in the making.
Running approximately 
35 minutes (streaming plat-
forms include a bonus track, 
which is the single version of 
the track “Dreams,” bring-
ing the runtime closer to 40 
minutes), this 10-song album 
does not disappoint. Follow-
ing the release of four singles 
for the album, there were 
high hopes for this album, 
even though early singles in-
dicated that it would be a far 
departure tonally from the 
Grammy-award winning al-
bum “Morning Phase.”
While it is hard to follow an 
Album of the Year, it would 
do Beck’s newest album a 
disservice to call it anything 
short of a work of genius.
Upon an initial listen, the 
album feels like a slightly 
overproduced mix of overtly 
poppy songs. This album is 
upbeat and optimistic about 
life and love that is filled with 
themes of hope and seizing 
the day. Further listens actu-
ally reaffirm those thoughts, 
proving to the listener that 
this will not be the same mel-
ancholic journey that “Morn-
ing Phase” was.
This is not to say that “Col-
ors” is not a journey in itself. 
The album feels unified, with 
songs such as “I’m So Free” 
and “Wow” promoting a pos-
itive outlook on life, while the 
song “Dear Life” is about try-
ing to keep one’s head up and 
maintain positive outlook, 
even when everything else 
seems to be going wrong.
The halfway point in the 
album, “Dreams,” encourag-
es listeners to wake up from 
their dreams, go out and live 
life. “Seventh Heaven,” “No 
Distraction” and “Square 
One” all feel like love songs 
of sorts, which brings further 
unity to the album, for they 
are scattered throughout and 
do not hit the listeners all at 
once.
The unity does not end with 
the tone of this album, either. 
Lyrically, the album refer-
ences itself on more than one 
occasion. The chorus of the 
titular song, “Colors,” calls 
for the listener to “see the 
colors, make the colors, feel 
the colors,” and the eighth 
song on the album contains 
the lyrics “I see the colors” in 
the pre-chorus. Near the end 
of the second song, “Seventh 
Heaven,” are the lyrics “Now 
I’m dead to the world in your 
seventh heaven.” In the ninth 
song, “Square One,” the last 
verse contains the line, “It’s 
all a part of the plan when 
you’re dead to the world and 
you’re going down hard for 
the girl.”
Beck draws from contem-
porary and retro influences 
on this album, as well. The 
song “Wow” definitely has 
some modern-day hip-hop 
elements, and Beck himself 
even said that he wanted 
Chance the Rapper to fea-
ture on that song, but it fell 
through for reasons unknown 
to Beck.
“Seventh Heaven” and “I’m 
So Free” feel like late ‘80s/
early ‘90s pop hits, and the 
instrumentals of “Dear Life” 
clearly draw influence from 
The Beatles. “No Distraction” 
has an opening that feels 
reminiscent of acts like Of 
Montreal and Gotye. More 
of a melancholic ballad than 
the rest of the album, the final 
song, “Fix Me,” is so striking-
ly different that it fits perfect-
ly as a nice bookend to this 
album.
Last year, Beck’s “Colors” 
was nearing the top of every-
one’s “Most Anticipated Al-
bums” lists, and he certainly 
delivered. The diversity on 
this album guarantees some-
thing for everyone, achieving 
a level of variety and unity 
that should be commended. 
Whether someone is a fan of 
Beck’s nonsensical hit “Los-
er,” his wistful “Morning 
Phase” or you’ve never even 
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‘Colors’ departs from previous style, brings optimismWhat to do with your pumpkin post-Halloween
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Tight on your budget? Trying to stay healthy to combat 
that fresher’s flu? Starting to miss home and need some-
thing warm and comforting to get you through? Well, 
here is a recipe guaranteed to solve all the above.
The leaves are turning, the temperature’s dropping and the Ole Miss 
uniform of Nike running shorts is being swapped out for pants that are 
actually long enough to see underneath those baggy t-shirts. Summer 
tans are fading as is the reassurance of the sun’s antiseptic properties 
to work its magic on your tired skin after that three-day bender of a 
weekend. Have no fear, because, fortunately for us, our other favorite 
orange friend can help replenish our skin with essential vitamins and 
protect us from the harsh cold. Best of all, you only need three ingre-
dients to achieve this autumnal glow.
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What to do with your pumpkin post-Halloween
GEORGIA HEATHCOTE
STAFF WRITER
As the Halloween festivities come to an end, so does the sad life of your pumpkin. But wait, don’t throw it out so soon.
Here are four ways in which you can max out your pumpkin’s lifespan.
Ingredients:
• Olive oil
• 3 cloves garlic (minced)
• 1 large onion (diced)
• 1 chicken stock cube
• 2 cups water




• Cumin (1/4 tsp.)
• Chili powder
Ingredients:
• Butter (1/4 cup)
• Light brown sugar (1/2 cup)




• Honey (1 tbsp.)
• Fresh lemon juice (1 tsp.)
If you haven’t already used up your seeds in your soup, treat yourself to 
this sweet snack. It’s delicious to devour on its own, with a cup of coffee 
or even with ice cream. Line a baking tray with parchment paper and 
grease with butter. In a saucepan, melt one-fourth cup unsalted butter 
over medium heat, be sure not to let it burn. Stir in one-half cup light 
brown sugar and one-fourth cup of honey and bring to a boil. Cook 
without stirring until the liquid is a medium color or your thermometer 
reads 280 Fahrenheit (approx. six minutes). Add your pumpkin seeds 
and let the mixture reach 300 Fahrenheit (approx. two more minutes; 
the color will darken. Pour onto the prepared baking sheet and cool 
completely. Smash it up, share it (or don’t) and enjoy!
PUMPKIN SOUP
DIY SPA
SAVE IT FOR YOUR THANKSGIVING TABLE
PUMPKIN SEED BRITTLE
Start by preheating your oven to 350 degrees Fahren-
heit lining a baking tray with a sheet of parchment paper. 
Scrape out the seeds of your pumpkin (but don’t throw 
them away just yet), chop your pumpkin in half, drizzle the 
flesh with olive oil and place it face-down on the tray. Bake 
for 40-45 minutes. When done, peel off the skin and leave 
to cool. In a saucepan, add a splash of olive oil and cook 
the garlic and onion over medium heat until translucent. 
Dissolve a chicken stock cube in 2 cups of water and add 
to the pan, along with the coconut milk, pumpkin, salt, 
pepper and cumin. Bring to a simmer, turn down the heat 
and blend until smooth.
Wash and pat dry your pumpkin seeds, then lightly 
toast in a frying pan with a pinch of salt and chili powder. 
Garnish your soup, et voila!
*Turn up the heat: Try adding different combinations of 
spice to this recipe in place of/as well as the cumin. Chili 
powder, cinnamon and cayenne pepper all work well.
**Top tip: If you’re wanting to make this soup go further 
without digging deeper into your pockets, add some 
chopped celery and carrots to the pot when sweating off 
the onions and garlic.
Whisk together pumpkin puree, honey (preferably raw) and lemon 
juice. Spread mixture evenly around your face using your fingers 
or a makeup brush (avoiding the eye area) and leave for 10-15 
minutes. Wash off with warm water and flaunt your bright, new 
skin to the world.
This can apply to pumpkins of all shapes and sizes – no discrimination here.
For the smaller ones: Cut out a circle around the stem of your pumpkin and scoop out the flesh until 
about halfway down. Insert your candle of choice.
*If you have made your circle too large for your candle, wrap a string around the base of your candle 
until you reach the desired thickness to for it to fit comfortably inside the pumpkin.
For the larger ones: Use your pumpkin as a plant pot. Either fill the center of your hollowed-out 
pumpkin with a block of Styrofoam (for fake flowers) or go natural and fill with soil for your very own 
pumpkin patch garden. There you have it – a festive Thanksgiving centerpiece at no extra cost.
GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION BY: EMILY HOFFMAN
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
scratch area
© 2013 KrazyDad.com
Sudoku #8 Insane Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 3
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Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL

























































































































































SOLUTION TO 10.30.2017 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Olive genus
  5 Dry and waterless




17 Part of FDA
18 ___ silly question...
19 ___ Is Born
20 Absence of sound
22 Remarkable




29 Stretch the neck





37  Having a policy with 
GEICO or Allstate
40  Conductor ___-Pekka 
Salonen
41 City in GA
42 Strong wind
43 Deep black
45 Got wind of
47 Biases
48 Wild sheep of Asia














  1 Automotive pioneer
  2 Actress Petty
  3 Hebrew month
  4  Branch of  
mathematics
  5 Cochise, for one
  6 Bowling lane button
  7 Kind
  8 College bigwig
  9 Defeated
10 French wine region
11 Do not disturb
12 Burn with water
13  ___ Grows in 
Brooklyn
21 Wynonna’s mother
23  To talk, usually in a 






32  Winter Palace 
resident
33 Author Uris
34 “___ She Lovely?”
35 Puts into words
38 Marsh of mystery
39  4th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
44  Sheikdom in the 
Persian Gulf
45 Capital of Zimbabwe
46 In groups
47 Perceived to be
48  With ___ of  
thousands!





56  Steven Chu’s cabinet 
dept.
57  Notable exploit, legal 
document
60 Drumstick
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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Brandon Taylor returns to Ajax with old-time sound
Brandon Taylor & Radio 
Ghost will return to Oxford 
to perform his old-time 
country music at Ajax Diner 
at 10 p.m. Thursday.
With the influences of 
Bob Dylan and the Roll-
ing Stones flowing through 
his music, Taylor strives 
not to be just like his idols, 
but rather something more 
achievable.
Born and raised in Mem-
phis, Taylor started out 
messing around with his 
brother’s guitar that had 
been collecting dust for 
some time. Like many musi-
cians, he taught himself the 
ropes.
“There was a guitar my 
brother got from a Sears 
catalog that he left under his 
bed for a year, and I would 
Google how to play chords,” 
Taylor said. “I was bored 
one summer and didn’t have 
a car. I got frustrated with it 
and put it down for a week, 
then picked it back up, and 
now I’m playing music.”
Taylor attended Missis-
sippi State for about a year 
until he decided to transfer 
to the University of Missis-
sippi. While in Oxford, he 
started to meet people who 
loved music as much as he 
did — local artists and song-
writers like The Tenants, 
Jimbo Mathus, Shannon 
McNally, Cary Hudson and 
Tyler Keith.
The Square has been 
graced with performances 
from Taylor several times 
over the years, but Taylor 
has a long-standing rela-
tionship with Ajax, perform-
ing at the restaurant more 
than 20 times.
Phil Landers, bar manag-
er at Ajax, spoke highly of 
Taylor and his music and 
how Ajax’s vibe works with 
his ‘60s revival and old-time 
country music.
“He’s got a good sound,” 
Landers said. “I have known 
him for quite a while when 
he used to be a regular 
around town. We try and 
fill a genre similar to what 
the restaurant represents, 
which is kind of like a down-
home kind of place.”
Landers said Ajax’s small 
setting is great for musi-
cians like Taylor and his 
laid-back, folksy genre of 
music. He said they might 
only have about 20 people 
in the audience, but they 
still rock out to whoever is 
performing at the time.
Taylor described his 
sound of music as a varia-
tion of every artist he loves 
and has looked up to over 
the years. He said he fo-
cuses on writing music that 
sounds as if it comes from a 
long distance to get to peo-
ple and tell them something 
important.
“Bob Dylan was a huge in-
fluence, the Beatles and the 
Rolling Stones,” Taylor said. 
“Gilliam Welch is someone 
more recent, and anything 
from the 1930s to 1979 I lis-
tened to pretty heavily.”
Taylor said he believes no 
artists really make their own 
sound; instead, they most-
ly take all the influences 
around them and what they 
see or hear and try to rein-
terpret them in their own 
way.
“My music isn’t original 
at all,” Taylor said. “It’s a 
bunch of tiny pieces, like a 
patch quilt of everything I 
have ever listened to and 
liked. I try to not actively 
imitate. I try to control my 
intake. It comes out as a 
jumbled-up mess of all the 
things I like,” Taylor said.
Taylor has traveled the 
country rocking stag-
es for his fans in states 
from Utah and Colorado 
to Montana and Texas. His 
travels inspired his 2016 
Madjack Records release, 
“Radio Ghost,” which was 
engineered and produced 
by Grammy Award-winner 
Lawrence “Boo” Mitchell 
and recorded live at Royal 
Studios in Memphis.
“When you love some-
thing, it’s worth whatever 
the hardship is that comes 
with it,” Taylor said. “I may 
or may not have lived in 
a tent for a year because I 
didn’t want to have a job 
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Though most view Ha-
waii as a tropical destina-
tion state, the Ole Miss golf 
teams won’t get a chance 
to do much relaxing there. 
Both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams are currently 
competing in separate tour-
naments in the Aloha State.
The men’s team’s early 
success was due in large part 
to a season-best 35 birdies 
through the first two rounds 
of the Warrior Princeville 
Makai Invitational. Senior 
Kerry Sweeney, who ac-
counted for eight of those 
birdies, was individually 
tied for sixth heading into 
the final round.
Led by a career-best 
11-under round from Swee-
ney, the men’s team was 
tied for eighth place head-
ing into Tuesday’s final 
round.
Standing in stark con-
trast to the men’s impres-
sive start, junior star Bra-
den Thornberry appears to 
have entered a noticeable 
midseason slump. Despite 
carding his first eagle of the 
season during the second 
round, Thornberry failed to 
preserve that momentum 
and settled into a seven-way 
tie for 53rd at 1-under head-
ing into Tuesday’s climactic 
round.
On the next island over, 
the women’s team, which 
flew to Hawaii with the 
men’s team a few days 
ahead of its own tourna-
ment, took time to enjoy 
its surroundings and make 
the necessary preparations 
ahead of the Rainbow Wa-
hine Invitational opening.
Following consecutive 
team and individual titles 
at the Magnolia Invitation-
al and Palmetto Intercolle-
giate, a feat never before ac-
complished in the team’s 32 
years of existence, Ole Miss 
women’s golf hopes to close 
out its most impressive au-
tumn in recent history.
With a different top-fin-
isher in each of its fall tour-
naments, the women’s team 
has relied on its incredible 
depth and balance to pro-
duce results. Freshman 
phenom Julia Johnson and 
junior standout Diane Lim 
are both coming off indi-
vidual titles, with fellow 
freshman Connor Beth Ball 
nabbing two top-five fin-
ishes thus far this season. 
Rounding out the Rebels’ 
eye-catching roster are ju-
nior Kie Purdom and soph-
omore Pi-Lillebi Hermans-
son, each of whom shot 
career-best rounds this fall.
Although this year marks 
just the fifth time the Reb-
els have participated in 
the Rainbow Wahine Invi-
tational, the group’s most 
recent performance in the 
Hawaiian tournament, a 
fourth-place finish in 2015, 
yielded the highest finish in 
Ole Miss women’s golf his-
tory.
Momentum can change 
a match’s dynamic in the 
blink of an eye. Luckily, 
both the men’s and wom-
en’s programs seem to have 
plenty of it as their respec-
tive tournaments grind 
down to the wire. Rewriting 
the record books en route to 
tournament success and na-
tionwide recognition, Rebel 
golf continues to maintain 
its upward momentum. 
Now, only time will tell how 
far that momentum will car-
ry the teams’ talented col-
lection of golfers.
HOW TO PLAY
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
DIFFICULTY LEVEL


























































































































































The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day 
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds 
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.




LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/D, water, and cable 
included. No pets. 1 year lease. Qui-
et atmosphere. Deposit required. Call 
(662)234-0000 
HOUSE FOR RENT
RENTAL CENTRAL: 2, 3, 4 bedroom 




Rebel golf heads to Hawaii for tournament play
Make The DM 
your instant reminder!
Download the free DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN app 
on your iPhone, iPad and Android device.
Drop it and 
drive.
Ole Miss Rebels’ Braden Thornberry plays the ball from the tee during round four of the 2017 Division I Men’s Golf 
Championships last season. 
PHOTO BY: QUINN HARRIS | ICON SPORTSWIRE VIA AP IMAGES
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Throughout an Ole Miss 
season filled with disappoint-
ment, last weekend’s late loss 
to SEC bottom dweller Arkan-
sas was just another punch to 
the gut. The result dropped Ole 
Miss to last in the SEC West, 
and it came on the heels of a 
season-ending injury to Shea 
Patterson.
Recruiting is certainly dif-
ficult for a school rocked by 
scandal. It’s even harder for a 
school that has won just a sin-
gle conference game against 
Vanderbilt (who are winless 
in conference play). On top 
of that, the Rebels’ search for 
a real head coach continues 
as current head coach Matt 
Luke’s imperfections come to 
light.
With this season officially 
labelled a disaster on most, if 
not all, fronts, it may be time to 
look for positives as the Reb-
els hope to end 2017 on a high 
note. A bright spot this season, 
senior linebacker DeMarquis 
Gates has been one of the Reb-
el defense’s most impressive 
pieces.
“Our mood is very positive,” 
Gates said. “We’re just trying 
to keep our heads up. You al-
ways want to play the next 
play. We’ve all heard it before 
so that’s all we’re trying to do: 
keep a positive mindset, keep 
working, have mental tough-
ness, it’ll all play out.”
Entering the end of his col-
legiate career, Gates is not 
preoccupied with this year’s 
losses. Obviously, he says, the 
team wants to win games and 
play good football, but Gates’ 
attitude is extremely relaxed 
and undyingly positive. Even 
after a heartbreaking come-
back loss, his outlook remains 
the same.
“It’s a game,” he said. “It’s 
football. You’re either going to 
win or lose. One team is going 
to come out with a loss so you 
just have to take the bull by the 
horns and keep going. Wait for 
the next game.”
Salvaging a shred of opti-
mism this year is made even 
harder by Ole Miss’ injury 
crisis. The Rebels lost, among 
countless others, their start-
ing quarterback for the second 
consecutive year.
Every football season is go-
ing to have injuries, and this 
season, while exceptionally 
harsh, is no exception. The 
way those injuries are han-
dled, however, can set the tone 
for the remainder of a team’s 
season. For junior center Sean 
Rawlings, who is scheduled to 
return to the field after both a 
foot injury and a concussion, 
focusing on the positives is 
once again key.
“I’m going to change colors 
tomorrow,” Rawlings said. “So 
I’ll be contact tomorrow. I feel 
like a quarterback in this green 
jersey. So I’m glad to be putting 
the red jersey on tomorrow.”
While he was impressed with 
the job guard Jordan Sims did 
covering at center for him, 
Rawlings said he is ready to get 
back on the field as the leader 
of the Rebels’ offensive line.
Healing, focusing, and play-
ing the game are all that Ole 
Miss can hope for in the com-
ing weeks. The season may be 
over but these players’ careers 
are not. Week in and week out, 
Gates and Rawlings’ team-
mates count on them to lead on 
and off the field. And it seems 
as if these players understand 
that; they are focusing on what 
they can control, and not wor-
rying about what they cannot.
SPORTS
729 North Lamar Blvd. 









Studio B - Wall classes & Yoga Therapy
begins in January
200 Hour Yoga 
Teacher Training
Register by Nov. 1st to receive $150 off! 
See website for details.
Two locations offering HOT Yoga, non-heated 
classes, Gentle Yoga, AcroYoga, Yoga Wall classes, 
Meditation, and Yoga Therapy. 
Upcoming Workshops: Yoga & Mindfulness for 
Stress, and Yoga for Healthy Backs
38491
Ole Miss looks for positivity amidst down year
BEN MILLER
STAFF WRITER
Football head coach Matt Luke speaks at a press conference on Monday about the Rebels’ 38-37 loss to Arkansas on 
Saturday. 
PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
